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Dear Members and Friends, 

I’m sure, like me, you’re waiting for a break in this hot weather that seems to have gone on for ever, although 
rain has been forecast for next week. Come winter, we’ll probably be complaining about the cold and waiting 
for summer to return! 

Australian Chinese Heroes against Discrimination 

CHAA committee member Kingsley Liu will be speaking about this important issue as he delves into 
discrimination against the Chinese in the past in other parts of the world and looks at our own local heroes. 
He will also host a Q and A session looking into what form of resolution this issue might take locally. 

Join us on 2nd April, 2.30 – 4 pm, at the Mitchell Theatre, Sydney Mechanics School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street. 
Bookings are through Kathie Blunt. For more details, please see the flyer. 

Launch of the Celestial Empire Exhibition 

Margaret and I were fortunate to be invited to the launch of the Celestial Empire Exhibition at the National 
Library in Canberra on Friday 5th February. This exhibition, which ends in early May, brings together priceless 
books and other literary artefacts from the National Library of China, our own National Library and the 
Mitchell Library here in Sydney. The exhibition was launched by the Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull. 

If you would like to see Celestial Empire, the Chinese Women’s Association is organising a trip to Canberra on 
April 9. For enquiries or bookings, contact Marie Chan 0410 582 338 or Rose Wong 9872 1580 or 
meilin@eftel.net.au; a copy of the flyer is attached. 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: Malcolm Turnbull, 
during the launch of the Celestial 
Empire Exhibition, was talking 
about the exhibition book. 
Above centre: foyer exhibition in 
the National Library of Australia. 
Above right: Cheryl and Margaret at 
the launch. 
Right: the entry into the exhibition. 
Far right: Monkey made of 
repurposed plastic drink bottles in 
the library forecourt. 
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Chinese New Year 

Chinese New Year was launched on February 6th with speeches, fireworks and performers. CHAA member 
Claudia Chan Shaw, as the Festival Curator, was part of the launch. 

Above L-R: Dancers dressed as imperial soldiers; Two lions performing; Entertainers from Guangzhou; Claudia Chan Shaw 
launching Chinese New Year – the Year of the Fire Monkey 

The Animals of the Chinese Zodiac  

In place of the street parade, this year’s Chinese New Year featured the twelve animals of the Chinese Zodiac, 
each of which was designed as a gigantic lantern. Margaret and I found them in locations right around Sydney, 
although it did take two days of “trekking” to find them all. The goats, based on the famous statue, were a gift 
from Guangzhou. 

 

  



More on the Year of the Monkey 

On February 6th CHAA member Marilyn Dooley gave us The Yin and Yang of the Monkey, a thoroughly 
researched presentation of the monkey in myth, legend and film. Marilyn was able to draw on her vast 
knowledge of film history to remind us of monkeys we had known and loved in the movies and on television, 
as well as sharing some iconic, and some not so iconic images. Who would have thought the Monkey King 
would have so many different personas! It was an excellent talk, despite some problematic technical 
difficulties, and was well received by a very appreciative audience. 

Monkey Magic Tales gave us a chance to meet Tristan Go (right), who 
played the real-life Benjamin Law in The Family Law on SBS. We also 
met Derek Quan (far right) who explained about the athleticism 
required for the role of the Monkey King. 

Although I didn’t get to the Cantonese opera production of The Monkey King and Princess Iron Fan (we had a 
surprise 80th birthday party for my uncle), I did get to see HuaMin Mo perform at the reception held by the 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office. He was amazing, and Derek’s explanation of the required athleticism 
was well and truly borne out. 

City of Sydney Libraries Chinese New Year Posts 

The City of Sydney Libraries put up six posts about King Nam Jang as their contribution to Chinese New Year. 
Unfortunately, if you didn’t have access to their Facebook page, or CHAA’s Facebook page, you missed the 
posts. Fortunately, I have screenshots of the posts so I can share them with you. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
100 Chinese Surnames 

Some CHAA members may be aware that there was concern in regard to this exhibition. The 100 surnames 
were derived from 100 prominent Australian Chinese in the early 20th century. Among them was Lo King 
Nam, my great-grandfather, the patriarch in the sepia photograph. 

One of our Committee members, having been to this exhibition, was extremely unhappy that the majority of 
the Australian Chinese on the list, including her husband’s ancestor, as well as my great-grandfather, were 
given incorrect Chinese surnames. 

I wrote to the host organisation of this exhibition, expressing my concern that more in-depth and thorough 
research had not been carried out prior to the exhibition being mounted; the director of the organisation has 
replied, apologising unreservedly as the research was outsourced. 

Reaching for the Stars 

Chinese Parents Association – Children with Disabilities invites you to join them at 2.30 pm on Sunday March 
13th at the Marana Auditorium, Hurstville Entertainment Centre, 16 MacMahon Street, Hurstville, for 
Reaching for the Stars, a two-hour musical entertainment. Tickets are $10, available from Chinese Parents 
Association – www.chineseparents.org.au | E: admin@chineseparents.org.au | M: 0406 233 222, or from the 
Recreation and Sporting Club – www.disabledsportrsac.org.au | E: rsaclub@bigpond.net.au | T: 02 9790 5001. 

Modernity’s End: Half the Sky – Two Australians in China 

This exhibition, which closes on April 3rd, is the work of Australian artist John Young, based on the historical 
memories of Alice Lim Kee and Daisy Kwok, featuring painting, projection, photography and embroidery. You 
can view the exhibition at the Incinerator Art Space, 2 Small Street, Willoughby, open Wednesday to Sunday, 
10 am – 4 pm. For more information, phone 0401 638 501. 

Beechworth’s Burke Museum Banner 

You may remember that in 2014 CHAA made a donation towards the restoration 
of a 19th century Chinese banner, to be housed at the Burke Museum in 
Beechworth. The newly restored banner was officially unveiled on February 
12th. Congratulations to all involved. 

That’s all for now.  

Cheryl Cumines 
President 


